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"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news. "  - Isaiah 52:7 

rekindled faith in the hearts of many and drew innumerable 
souls back to Christ and his Church.”  
 
I pray…and ask you to join me, please…I pray that I may 
continue to serve Christ in the Holy Priesthood and as a 
Franciscan in Religious Life for many years to come.  I 
have dedicated myself, my priesthood, and my Religious 
Franciscan Community  to Mary Immaculate, as Bishop 
spoke of in his homily, and my  “priesthood has become even 
more fruitful.” His Excellency continued, “He can always 
hear Mary speaking to his priestly heart and saying what She 
said at Cana: ‘Do whatever He tells you.’”  And I do hope, 
with the help   of the lmmaculate Mother Mary, to lead 
many more innumerable souls closer to Jesus as I serve 
Him, the Master and Lord.  
 
 

Most Reverend John Folda shared his priestly heart as he delivered 
his Ascension homily during the Mass commemorating my 25th   
Anniversary as a priest: “It seems clear that the apostles knew Je-
sus had not really left them at all…, ‘I will not leave you orphans…
I am with you always, even until the end of the world.’  Yes, Jesus 
was gone from their sight, but he was still with his Church…in a 
new way, an even more profound way…with all his people, every-
where and always.”   
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the High Priest, has allowed me to      
represent Him and bring Him to His people these past 25 years; 
these years as a priest of Jesus Christ has been a blessing beyond 
measure and a gift of unimaginable divine grace. I am so grateful 
to God for allowing me to be His servant in dispensing His love, 
His forgiveness,   His Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist, His 
saving goodness as I stand in persona Christi, in the person of 
Christ, in His place, so that I can be His hands, His feet, His voice 
wherever I have ministered to His holy people, which has been in 
Religious Life, in parishes, in the Sacraments and Holy Mass, in the 
pro-life work, at JMI Camps, and the many other places and situa-
tions that I have been privileged to be a priest of Jesus Christ…
what a life! What a blessing! I am so grateful to God.  
 
On reflecting about what it means to be a priest these past years,       
I have thought about what a great blessing it is to have access to 
the graces of Our Lord through the presence of the priest…
everywhere, anywhere, all over the world.  We do not have to travel 
across the globe to the Holy Land to see Him or hear Him or be 
healed by His grace and mercy.  We can simply go to the local par-
ish or run into the priest at the conference we are attending or be in 
the hospital, but wherever we encounter him, it is not usually too 
difficult or too far away. Christ is present in the priest to console us 
and forgive us and strengthen us with the Bread of Life, with His 
saving grace and power.  
 
Bishop Folda expresses this well as he preached: “The priesthood    
of Jesus is still with us in a particular way through the priests he has 
called to serve his Church.  In a very real way, through his priests, 
Jesus continues to teach, and shepherd, and sanctify his people.” 
 
Not only has God given me this priestly vocation, but also that of 
Religious Life as a Franciscan. I really believe this fits me well,     
and I love what I do as a Franciscan of Mary Immaculate: Summer 
Camps evangelizing our youth, assisting the staff and mothers at the 
St. Gianna and Pietro Home, inspiring our Secular 3rd Order mem-
bers, and especially our Apostolate of prayer in the daily Holy Mass, 
Holy Hours, and Liturgy of the Hours. Bishop continues on this 
point, 
  
“As we all know, Fr. Joseph has the special grace of being a son of 
St. Francis.  Even as a young man, he recognized the holiness  of 
St. Francis and the beauty of his community, the friars minor... Fr.    
Joseph has carried on this charism in our diocese and shares with 
us the singular grace of St. Francis, who truly was a gift of God to 
his Church.  Through his joy and the simplicity of his life, Francis     
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Lastly, Bishop Folda added humorously, “I’m sure when he was growing up, even when he was first in religious formation, he    
probably didn’t expect to be a priest some day in a place called Warsaw, North Dakota. But God has His own plans! …Fr. Joseph  
has a missionary heart, a willingness to be sent wherever our Lord leads, wherever there is a need.” This is well put, I believe; 
and, no, I never expected to be in nor ever even knew of Warsaw; but I have never been happier!  I love to be a missionary; it’s 
exciting. And I am willing to go, to be sent wherever Our Lord wants to send me: I am His!  The Church has always put forth help 
through ministry, by way of priests and men and women Religious, to alleviate a need, a pain, or a suffering in the world.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

I thank the Lord for placing me here and allowing me, lowly as I am, to serve Him, faithfully and forever. 
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A Discernment Group 
 

Is God calling you to serve Christ through Mary  
with the Franciscans of Mary Immaculate? 

 

We preach, teach, and inspire as we live daily Gospel joy! 
 

I invited the young men attending the JMI Camp this past summer to meet and     
discuss the possibility of discerning a vocation with our Franciscan Community      
here in Warsaw, ND.  I held up an old pair of sandals and said to the men attending 

camp, “I need someone to fill these sandals!” Really, I meant many more men to become friars in order to help in this work of 
Evangelization of youth because it is Our Lady’s work. So many young people enjoy the JMI Camp, 162 attended this summer, 
and so Our Lady needs more men to help continue this important holy work and Apostolate of our Franciscan Community.      
Sixteen men were interested and joined our discernment meeting. We shared and had a great discussion, which led to me inviting 
them to visit our Community, proposing some dates and weekends that they could come here to the Friary. We have hosted      
already a couple of visits.  I offered that they could come and experience our way of life, be with other young men discerning, 
unite and support each other in prayer, especially praying the Franciscan Crown Rosary, or part of it, for each other throughout 
this time, particularly for deeper spiritual growth and greater virtue.  I also shared that Our FMI Community is open to both 
vocations of Religious Brotherhood only or Brotherhood while also being a priest, as I am myself both Brother and Priest.   
 
We would meet Saturday and Sunday with an overnight stay, and would include Franciscan prayer, teachings on Franciscan    
spirituality, group discussions, some work or service projects, recreation, and of course, meals and fellowship. This group is open 
to high school and college age men.  
 

Our next weekend will be January 14th, 9:30 am until January 15th, 4:00 pm. 
 

Is Our Lord calling you? I encourage you to answer that tug in your heart, to be a holy Franciscan, to grow in deeper    
union with the Lord through Mary, and to fulfill the great Saintly call God has for you!   
 
Please contact me, Fr. Joseph, at: fmi@fmifriars.com or call 701-361-7069. 

  DiD you know, Saint…  
 
 

Saint Ignatius of Antioch 
 

-Converted to Catholicism very young. 

-Friend of Bishop of Smyrna Saint Polycarp,     

together disciples of & heard Saint John     

the Apostle preach. 

-Ordained Bishop by Saint Peter the Apostle   

and succeeded him as Bishop of Antioch. 

-First writer to use ‘Catholic Church’. 

-Was the infant that Jesus took into his arms in 

Mark 9:35. 

-Wrote seven letters to the Faithful on way to 

Rome to be martyred: taught Church was    

Divinely established, infallibility of Church, 

Holy Eucharist is the Body and Blood of 

Christ, religious character of Marriage, value 

of united prayer, and primacy of Bishop of 

Rome, the Pope. 

-Was thrown to wild animals at Rome in 107 A.D. 

mailto:fmi@fmifriars.com
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Transitus Celebration:  
The Death of Saint Francis and Giving New Life 

The life of Saint Francis of Assisi is known by many throughout the centuries and around the world…his poverty, 

profound humility, simplicity, and his renouncing the world for the sake of the next life and in order to conform 

himself totally to Christ, his Master and Lord. His radical example inspired many of his contemporaries from Pope 

down to peasant.  His radical poverty, humility, and simplicity were so attractive to many because it set him free, 

detached him from the pull of the world and the flesh and the devil that all of us struggle with daily and many times 

deeply.  Yet, we all want to be free, to be set free and live as God intended us to live in freedom and grace as chil-

dren and friends of God.  And so, that attraction to the radical turning away from sin and slavery to things around us 

in daily life draws many even today to want to understand what this is about and even strive to choose this blessed 

way that Saint Francis showed the world.  This way of life is found in the Secular 3rd Order: lay people living in 

the world while striving for holiness and desiring to draw ever closer in union with God.   

 

As Franciscans, lay and Religious, we celebrate or re-present the last days and hours of Saint Francis’ life here on 

earth, surrounded by his friars in prayer and with tears (as seen in the image above.).  This is called Transitus or the 

passing of Saint Francis from this world to the promised Life to come.  It is not a focus on death as much as it is 

on the New World to come, our Heavenly Home! Saint Francis was ready; he taught us how to be ready: completely 

detached from this world and its allurements, poor and humble, like our Lord, and with eyes raised to Heaven, ready 

for his journey…Home! Pondering death, facing death as we all do in our daily lives, helps us to see clearly and to 

adjust our priorities, helps us to focus on what really matters, what is really and truly important.  The passing of 

Saint Francis represents just this, and he shows us how to live and how to die, so that, we, at our end in this 

world, our own passing, may truly LIVE FOREVER!  

 
Continued on next page... 
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Continued from page 4 

Some of the photos show me and the 3rd Order members sharing bread, just as Saint Francis did with his brother friars 

before death.  Sharing bread is an ancient symbol of sharing peace with our brothers and sisters, and there is no more 

important time to be at peace with our brothers and sisters than before we die.  It teaches us to not hold on to grudges.  

It teaches us a happy and holy death: at peace with our neighbor (happy) and at peace with God (holy). We all desire 

this peace! 
 

Another spiritual benefit that Saint Francis teaches us by his way of life, his penitential practices, is the fruit of self-

denial: new graces and new life. As pictured, there are the new members, the novices, who joined in September and 

began formation. They participated in Transitus for the first time with the rest of the 3rd Order group. There are eight 

new members below: (bottom right picture, front row) Emily Plutowski, Bethany Plutowski, Cathy Lieberg (back row) 

Eleri Kerian, Roman Perrault, Eric Stanislowski, (middle picture) Lindsay Thorfinnson and Jessica Knutson.  These 

are the new graces and the new life that the life and death of Saint Francis inspires.  Our Lord said, “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit” (Jn 12:24).   
 

I hope and pray that, as each of these new members begin to learn about and incorporate this Franciscan way 

of life in the Secular 3rd Order, they may gradually be transformed into the likeness of Christ and receive many 

graces and blessings upon them and their efforts for sanctity in their daily lives.  We rejoice that God, through the 

example and prayers of Saint Francis, by his living and dying for Christ, has inspired more of his sons and daughters 

to strive for deeper holiness and closer union with Him, and by so doing, showing to the world the importance of    

having our eyes fixed on Heaven, our Eternal Home.  

Front row: Emily Plutowski, Bethany Plutowski, Cathy Lieberg. Back 
row:  Eleri Kerian, Roman Perrault, Fr. Joseph, Eric Stanislowski. 

Lindsay Thorfinnson and Jessica Knutson. New members shown with some of the existing 3rd Order group. 
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JMI Camp for Our Lady, for our Youth 
 

Faith, Fun, Friends…these words sum up the experience of the 162 youth that attended JMI Camp this 

past summer. We again split the older/high school and the younger/junior high age boys and girls to 

have 4 groups of camps which enables us to host such high numbers of young people.  

 

The older have six days and the younger four days. We pack a lot into each day: Mass, three meals and 

three snacks throughout the day, 3 classes in the morning, mid-day prayer and lunch, sports then swim-

ming, dinner, Holy Hour with candle procession to Our Lady’s shrine, followed by bon fire with 

s’mores and some limbo competition; finally lights out after a shower and brushing of teeth.  

 

The youth have attended from various places in North Dakota but also from Minnesota, Michigan, 

South Dakota, and Nebraska! I want to quote one of the first-time Campers from this summer, Adrian: 

“Dear Father Joseph, I want to tell you how much fun I had at your camp. I had fun with the 

prayers and the games and 

the pool. I made lots of friends 

at your camp. And all the 

masses and prayers. Hope to 

see you next year. Adrian”.  

 

JMI Camp always inspires and 

energizes me as I see the future 

of our Catholic Church and so-

ciety stand before me in Mass, 

swim and play in the pool, run 

down the soccer field of play, 

and laugh as they share a meal. 

This gives me such hope and I 

pray it does you, also. I look 

forward to next year.  
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fmi@fmifriars.com  
www.fmifriars.com  

701-248-3020 

FRANCISCANS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 

SAINT FRANCIS FRIARY 

6098 County Road 4 
Minto, North Dakota 58261-9455 

 
 
 
 

 

We rely solely on Divine Providence Who provides                     
for us through generous donors like you! 

 

…In order to evangelize and bring others to Christ                  
through Mary Immaculate in the spirit of Saint Francis,                                   

beginning with our own conversion, through loyalty                                
to Holy Mother Church, devotion to the Holy Eucharist,     

teaching, preaching, prayer, and penance - all with                      
great joy!  We are blessed beyond all measure. We rely                         

solely on Divine Providence Who provides for us                                           
through generous donors like you! You can go to 
www.fmifriars.com and click on the Donate tab,                                                                        

or by copy and pasting the direct link below: 
 

https://www.myegiving.com/app/giving/fmifriars 
 

 
Thanking you very much, with our daily prayers! 

Saint Francis Friary Chapel where we remember you to our Eucharistic Lord in our daily prayers! 


